
Sxwuytn-Kaniksu Connections
‘Trail’ Project

Draft Environmental 
Assessment

Proposed Actions

Public Meetings: 
Oct 20, 2020  6:30-8:00PM
Oct 22, 2020  2:30-4:00PM



PROJECT 
LOCATION



Proposed 
Action:
North 



Proposed 
Action:
Central



Proposed 
Action:
South



ALTERNATIVES 
CONSIDERED



Alternatives Proposed
Recommendations
• Road Management 

Proposals
1. Keep all roads  
2. Reduce roads, no new
3. Keep ½ area roadless

• Create a Restoration 
Forest Reserve 

• North & east of Bead 
Lake

• Remove all roads, 
reintroduce fire

Not fully analyzed because…
• Proposals do not 

substantively address 
Purpose and Need

• Proposals do not meet 
Forest Plan direction

• Proposal does not meet 
Forest Plan Direction

• Does not meet PO 
County Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan



PROPOSED ACTIONS



Vegetation Treatments

Commercial:
24,400 acres

• Commercial Thinning:  
8,800a  (36%)

• Shelterwood with Reserves: 
6,800a  (28%)

• Group Selection:         
8,800a  (36%)

Non-Commercial:
45,400 acres

• Precommercial thinning: 8,100a
• Rx fire (natural fuels): 4,500a
• Rx fire (treated units): 6,500a
• Whip felling: 15,000a
• Piling/burning:  8,400a
• Mastication:  800a
• Riparian area thinning: 2,000a



Resource Restoration Actions

Hydrologic System 
Restoration

• Large woody debris 
placement: 730a

• Culverts:  40 culverts
• Stream crossing 

restoration: 50a
• Hydrologic stabilization 

of roads:  60 miles
• Wetlands restoration:

26a

Wildlife Habitat 
Structure 

Improvements

• Den sites (lynx+): 10 
structures

• Turtle/amphibian 
habitat: 5 structures

• Bear protection: 5 cans
• Loon nests: 2 platforms
• Information board: 

replace existing



Recreation Improvements

• New Non-motorized trail  (Bead Lake Loop – 7 miles)

• New Trailhead  (Bead Lake Loop near No Name CG)

• Convert roads to ‘Open to All Vehicles’* (19 miles)

• New OHV trail  (move OHV’s off section of Bead Lake road)

• Open campground to OHV’s (Cooks Lake)

• Add boat launch dock  (Bead Lake)

• Parking expansions (Bead Lake & at mouth of Mill Creek Rd.)

*Details for road management modifications are in Draft EA Appendix D.



Transportation System Improvements
• New System Roads – 6 miles (inc. 2 mi. on existing 

roadbed)

• Road Decommissioning* – 51 miles (~16% of roads in 
project area, inc. 46 mi. currently  closed)

• Roads converted to non-motorized trail* – 3 miles
• Close road to non-administrative use* – 2 miles
• New temporary roads – 51 mi. (half on existing roadbeds)

• Rock pits – up to 18 acres (2 per north, central and south 
zones @ 3 acres or less each)

*Details for road management modifications are in Draft EA Appendix D.



Standard Practices and
Design Elements



Standard Practices

• Aquatics
• Fuels
• Invasive species
• Minerals
• Project Timing (holidays)
• Recreation and trails
• Road management

• Road construction, 
closures, and bridges

• Sensitive Plants
• Silviculture
• Special Uses
• Soils
• Wildlife

Standard Practices direct how actions will be performed 
and incorporate current best management practices.

69 Standard Practices relevant to this project cover:

See Draft EA, Appendix B



Design Elements
Special location and/or habitat-specific considerations 
germane to this project, in addition to Standard 
Practices. 

Included are:

Recreation – identification and protection of key dispersed 
recreation sites
Scenic Integrity – protection of visual quality seen from 
travel routes, residential and popular use areas
Sensitive Plants – identification, avoidance and protection 
Special Uses – access to & protection of permitted uses
Wildlife – reducing disturbance to habitat of raptors, lynx, 
ungulates, and bears including recreation trail locations 

See Draft EA Section 2.3



For More information:
Colville National Forest Project Website

• Draft EA, Appendices, Related Documents & Maps, Comment Portal
• https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54315

Kalispel Tribe Department of Natural Resources Website
• Background Information, Draft EA, Appendices
• https://knrd.org

Follow-up questions or comments:
• Email questions:  District Environmental Coordinator Theresa Mathis 

theresa.j.mathis@usda.gov
• Call:  (509)-447-7316 or fax (509) 447-7301
• Mail:  315 North Warren, Newport, WA 99156
• Email comments:  comments-pacificnorthwest-colville-

newport@usda.gov



Questions?



Detailed Proposed 
Actions



Commercial Vegetation Treatments



Non-Commercial Vegetation & Fuels Treatments



Hydrologic System Restoration



Wildlife Habitat Improvements



Recreation Improvements



Transportation System Improvements



Road Management Details


